JOHN    EVELYN
an occasional mention of her health, were of too
intimate a nature for him to enlarge on in memoirs
which lie certainly contemplated would be read by
his family, unlike William Jones, another diarist, who
kept  a book of Domestic Lamentations.*   What
originated in an arranged marriage with a child;
certainly became a much warmer relationship after
they had settled down as man and wife.  It is true
that except in the earlier clays Mary seldom, if ever,
accompanied her husband in his frequent visits to
country  houses;   and  one  gets  an  impression   of
Evelyn's resemblance to one of those favoured and
talented people who are taken tip by society and
always invited without their wives.   At any rate,
Mary did not pine when left alone. "Somelirnes," she
writes in one of her letters, "philosophic reflections
have been of use to me." Her husband was a believer
in "chaste embraces rather than wanton transports."
But she made expeditions without her husband:
"My wife went a journey of pleasure clown the river
as for as the sea with Mrs* Howard and her daughter/*
After an examination of the available documents,
more especially the tribute to her in Evelyn's letter
to his grandson,f one is justified in concluding that
there was that real understanding between them
which is the basis of true companionship.   It may
not necessarily mean identical occupations or em-
ployment,, it may even involve intervals of separation,
but  it;  must  mean harmony  and  agreement  on
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